Flo Rutherford (Costume Design & Construction)

Brief bio:

After graduating from Wake Forest University and the University of Connecticut, Flo began her professional career as the resident designer for the community theatre of LaCrosse, Wisconsin. It's not every community theatre that would undertake a production of "The Devils of Loudon" along with the Neil Simon and "South Pacific", but after a year she moved on to manage the costume shop at Indiana Repertory Theatre, where she met her future husband, Jody Boese. Several summers were spent at the delightful Theatre at Monmouth, the Shakespearen Theatre of Maine. After moving to New York, Flo freelanced for a while, but ended up spending most of her time working for fashion designer Joan Vass. She spent two years as costume manager for the Eastern Costume branch of Norcostco, in New Jersey, then, took a break while daughter Kira was a baby. In 1986, she began working at what was then Jersey City State College, now New Jersey City University.  There she has been a one-woman costume shop, creating the designs and doing the construction for plays, musicals, operas, and dance concerts, working in a wide variety of periods and styles. In between, she has found time for the occasional independent project, including the local high school's musical productions (but not "High School Musical"), Hofstra Opera, and Tempest Productions.

Resume:

Flo Rutherford

20 Brookview Terrace 

Bergenfield, NJ 07621

flr414t@aol.com
201-387-8365

Education: 

Wake Forest University, B.A.

Ecole du Louvre – summer course in French art history

University of Connecticut – M.A.

Principal Employment: 

New Jersey City University (Jersey City State College) 1986 – present

>Designed and constructed costumes for most main stage productions of plays, operas, musicals, and dance concerts.

>Developed and taught a course in costume and makeup, devised to provide a wide overview of the subject for both majors and non-majors.

Norcostco: Eastern Costume   (Whippany & Fairfield, NJ) 1982 – 1984                Costume Rental Manager

>Responsible for coordinating all costume services offered at this location of the company, which had recently been established. 

>Developed new business contacts for show rentals and the sale of company produced mascots.

>Supervised the staff in pulling for theatrical productions, seasonal and individual rentals.

>Planned and ordered costumes to augment the existing stock.

            > Designed and constructed costumes.                      

Joan Vass NY  (Fashion designer) 1978 – 198


Pattern and sample making as an independent contractor

The Theatre at Monmouth  (Monmouth, ME) 1976, 1977, 1979   Summer seasons
Costume shop manager, 1976


Head designer and shop manager, 1977, 79

Indiana Repertory Theatre   1975 – 1977


Head draper, 1975-76 season


Shop manager, 1976-77 season


Second stage designer

LaCrosse Community Theater  (LaCrosse, WI) 1974 – 1975

Costume design and construction for a five show season, including supervision of volunteer crews. 

National Shakespeare Company  (Woodstock, NY) 1973 - Summer season 


Draper 

Parkway Playhouse (Burnsville, NC) 1972  - Summer season 


Head costume designer and costume shop manager

Costume Design: 

For Academic Theatre:

New Jersey City University (Jersey City State College) 1986 – present

All directed by Anderson Johnson or Dom Buccafusco unless otherwise noted.

Plays:

Picnic

Equus 

Ghosts

Cry Havoc

Agnes of God

Marcus Brutus

Getting Out

The Suicide

The Crucible

Little Murders

The Shadow Box

The Matchmaker

Strange Boarders

Terror By Gaslight 

Tiger at the Gates

Dangerous Liaisons (2) 

The Hot L Baltimore (2)

No Place To Be Somebody

Death Takes A Holiday

Six Degrees of Separation

Ring Round the Moon

The Curious Savage

Light Up The Sky

You Can't Take It With You

Is There a Comic in the House?

The Madwoman of Chaillot

The French Have a Word For It

The Times & Appetites of Toulouse-Lautrec

Tartuffe

The Learned Ladies

A Comedy of Errors  (Director: Jim Neisen)

 
Sweet Bird of Youth

A Streetcar Named Desire

Battle of Angels

Night of the Iguana

Musical Comedy Murders of 1940

When You Coming Back, Red Ryder?

Musicals:

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum (2)

Ain't Misbehavin'

Anything Goes

Big River  (Director: Hal Lemmerman)

Dreamgirls

Drood

Fiddler on the Roof

Grease

Guys & Dolls

Gypsy

How To Succeed in Business Without Really Trying

Into The Woods

Jesus Christ, Superstar

Little Shop of Horrors (2)

Man of La Mancha

My One and Only

Nunsense

The Secret Garden

Something's Afoot

West Side Story

Operas:

The Magic Flute  (Director: Dom Buccafusco)

The Magic Flute  (Director: David Kaplan)

The Marriage of Figaro (Director: Dom Buccafusco)

The Marriage of Figaro (Director: Donna Connolly)

Don Giovanni

Cosi Fan Tutti (Director: Donna Connolly)

L'Elisir D'Amore

Tales of Hoffman

Die Fledermaus (2)

Carmen

The Pirates of Penzance

Candide

Hansel & Gretel

The Mikado (Director: Robert Prowse)

La Traviata  (Director: Arturo Spinetti)

NJCU with New York Gilbert & Sullivan Players: (Director: Al Bergeret)

The Mikado

The Pirates of Penzance

H.M.S. Pinafore

Iolanthe

The Yeomen of the Guard

Dance Concerts: Choreographers Barry Fischer, Gaynell Sherrod, Edna Chew,                             

            Irene Fitzpatrick,  and students.

Hofstra University Opera Theatre: (Patricia Heuyerman, director)

Iolanta (2005)

Dido & Aeneas (2005)

Nozze di Figaro (2007)

Tartuffe (2008)

Wake Forest University (guest designer)
The Oresteia  (1981) Director: Stephen Berwind

Colby College (guest designer)

The Treeepenny Opera  (1981) Director: Richard Sewell

Resident Theatre:

Indiana Repertory Theatre  

Miss Julie     (1977) Director: William Guild

Musical Mirage Express '77   Director: Gerardine Clark

The Man With the Flower in his Mouth      (1976) Director: Ed Stern

The Seahorse     (1976) Director: Jack Davis

The Harmfulness of Tobacco    (1976) Director: Ed Stern 


Musical Mirage Express '76   Director: John Abajian
The Theatre at Monmouth 

1977 – Director: Richard Sewell

Twelfth Night

Othello

Measure for Measure

1979 

Much Ado About Nothing  - Director: Richard Sewell

Henry V – Director: Richard Sewell

A Cry of Players – Director: Ted Davis

Richard III  - Director – Ted Davis

Freelance: 

Tempest Productions

Design & Construction for Various shows 1998 – 2008

Michele LaRue 

Who Will Do The Dishes? (One-woman touring production) 

Original Costume: 1996, Replacement, 2008

East Lynne Company

A New England Legend (1980?) Director: Warren Kleiwer

Women's Interart Theatre 

Sister, Sister (abt. 1980)

Manhattan Theatre Club 

Safe House (1978) Director: Nicholas Kazan

Soho Repertory Theatre
The Streets of New York (abt. 1978)

